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DIARY DATES 
March 
23rd March Last day of term for students 
25th – 27th 4/5/6 camp  Cancelled 
26th School review day 2 
 
April 
14th Pupil Free Day 
15th Term 2 begins for students (at this stage) 
17th Hat Parade 
 
May 
5th Mothers’ Day stall 
 

 
 

Message from the Principal 

Coronavirus is having an impact on all of us and in 
our daily lives. As I am sure you heard on the news 
on Sunday, that today, Monday 23rd March is the 
final day for term one. As at the end of today, 
students will be on school holidays.  
 
At this stage, students are due to return to school 
on Wednesday, 15th April for term two. Please 
note that Tuesday 14th April is an extra pupil free 
day for schools to work on the possibility of online 
learning. Of course, all of this will be dependent on 
the current advice and directives from the health 
officers and the Department of Education and 
Training at that time.  
 
This is new territory for all of us. I am trying to 
provide you with as much information as I can and 
as timely as I possible. 
 
I have included in the newsletter, an Insights sheet 
from Parenting Ideas, to help inform parents and 
with some ideas to help support you and your 
children. 
 
There are also a couple of links with information 
for parents. 

 
Coronavirus and children in Australia 
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 
 
Please remember, no matter what is going on: 

 Respect and compassion are not cancelled 

 Care and kindness are not cancelled 

 Honesty is not cancelled 

 Learning and achieving are not cancelled 

 Relationships are not cancelled  

Let us focus on all of the good things that are still 
happening and what we can do to support each 
other. 
 
 
School Council News 
Thank you to the parents who voted in school 
council ballot.  
Katie Connolly, Courtney Morrison and Cathryn 
Kay were the successful candidates.  
At the first meeting of council, Sandra McRitchie 
was nominated to fill the parent member casual 
vacancy for one year. Lise Kaufman was 
nominated to fill a community member position. 
Lise is heavily involved with the Kororoit Creek 
Neighbourhood House. Office bearers were also 
elected. 
The full school council is as follows: 
Parent members: 
Naomi Harper (President) 
Adam Bird (Vice President) 
Sandra McRitchie 
Katie Connolly 
Courtney Morrison 
Cathryn Kay (Treasurer) 
DET members 
Andrea Murray 
Jann Turner 
Lorraine Parnis 
Adrienne Williamson (Executive Officer) 
Community member: 
Lise Kaufman 

 

Our purpose is to educate all of our children and enable them to become effective members of society. 

Albion Primary School 
Adelaide Street 

Albion VIC 3020 

Telephone: 9311 1325 
93124045 

Facsimile: 9311 3071 

Email: albion.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

ABN: 844 8945 3869 Aim High 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2Ftoddlers%2Fhealth-daily-care%2Fhealth-concerns%2Fcoronavirus-and-children-in-australia&data=02%7C01%7Ckanela.giannakakis%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cee4eaa0e85ef40f2431408d7cba48623%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637201779808575843&sdata=ZeD4h3iv1eeBvCN0jiSIf0EpNfIurHYrI9AmVDGl2QE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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At the meeting, the annual report for 2019 was 
tabled and discussed. This report will be available 
on the school’s website by the end of next week 
once all of the official endorsements are complete. 

A number of 
policies were 
approved. They 

included: 
Statement of 
Values and 

School 
Philosophy, Administration of Medication, Health 
Care Needs, Inclusion and Diversity. The 
Statement of Values and School Philosophy policy 
is available to view on our website. The new 
Medication Authority form that parents need to 
complete if medication is required to be given to 
students at school is also available.  
If you are unable to view the website, you are 
welcome to come to the school office and request 
a copy of any of the policies. 
 
School Review 
In Victoria, schools are reviewed periodically to 
make sure they are meeting the minimum 
standards and other requirements for registration. 
Schools complete a self-evaluation against the 
minimum standards and how they have 
progressed the goals set in the school’s strategic 
plan (2017 – 2020). 
The first day of our review was yesterday, 19th 
March. Day 2 is on 26th March. The panel to 
conduct the review consisted of: an external 
departmental-chosen school improvement 
reviewer, the Deer Park/Sunshine network (of 
which Albion is a member) Senior Education 
Improvement Leader (SEIL), principal, two 
challenge partners (two principals from other 
schools), school council president, staff members 
and student representatives. We looked at how 
the school performed against its goals from the 
2017 – 2020 strategic plan. We participated in 
classroom observations and some teachers had a 
focus group discussion with the external reviewer 
and SEIL. There was a lot of celebration in the 
success and improvement the school has had over 
the last three years. There was also discussion on 
the sorts of things the school needs to focus on in 
the future.  Day two includes formalising future 
directions for the school and the development of 
the next strategic plan.   
 
 

Building Works 
We received the certificate of occupancy for the 
area of work in Block C after school on Friday. The 
new art room looks terrific and Ms Johnstone is 
very much looking forward to working with 
students in this new space. 
Demolition of the administration area in Block A 
has commenced. While the works in Block A are 
happening, the office is temporarily housed in 
room 4. During the school day, any parents or 
visitors will have to enter through the car park, 
walk around the building, past where the junior 
students line up, and come in through the door 
that is located under the coverway to the library 
(where the 3/4 classes line up). Please excuse the 
state of the corridors and other areas. We are 
having to store things in every available space 
while the building works are happening. 
 
Sincerely, 
Adrienne Williamson 
 

Cultural Diversity Week 

On Wednesday 18th March, we took the 
opportunity to celebrate our school’s cultural 
diversity. It was lovely to see students in their 
cultural dress. We had a low-key day but one that 
had lots of laughter and joy – something that we 
all appreciated at this time. We had our harmony 
walk, Italian performance, spaghetti eating 
competition and gumboot throw. It was lovely to 
have some of the parents in their cultural dress 
join us in the harmony walk. 
 

National Day of Action Against Bullying 

On Friday, we acknowledged the national Say ‘No’ 
to Bullying day. At Albion, we say ‘no’ to bullying 
every day, not just on the national day. We never 
accept bullying of any kind and staff hope that 
students feel comfortable to talk to them if they 
are being bullied or hurt in some way. If we know 
about what is happening, only then can we do 
something about it. We all have the power within 
us to stand up to bullies and stop bullying 
behaviour. From out past student and parent 
surveys, we have had excellent feedback on how 
staff deal and manage bullying at the school – well 
above state means. 
 
The national definition of bullying for Australian 
schools is: Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate 
misuse of power in relationships through repeated 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay/ForSchools/LessonPlans/Pages/take-action-every-day.aspx
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verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that 
intends to cause physical, social and/or 
psychological harm. It can involve an individual or 
a group misusing their power, or perceived power, 
over one or more persons who feel unable to stop 
it from happening. Bullying can happen in person 
or online, via various digital platforms and devices 
and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). 
Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the 
potential to be repeated, over time (for example, 
through sharing of digital records) Bullying of any 
form or for any reason can have immediate, 
medium and long-term effects on those involved, 
including bystanders.  
Single incidents and conflict or fights between 
equals, whether in person or online, are not 
defined as bullying. 
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 

 mutual arguments and disagreements where 
there is no power imbalance. (Power 
imbalance is a situation where one person or 
group has a significant advantage over 
another that enables them to coerce or 
mistreat another for their own ends.) 

 not liking someone or a single act of social 
rejection 

 one-off acts of meanness or spite 

 isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation 
or violence. 

Whilst these behaviours are not appropriate, and 
there are consequences for them, they are not 
bullying. 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

For the children who were at school today, the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge information was 
given out. Given the longer holidays, reading will 
be an important component and we hope all 
children will be successful in meeting the 
Premier’s Challenge. 
 
 

Hat Parade – Thursday 17th April 

Dependent on what is happening at the time when 
school is due to return for term two, we are 
planning to have our annual decorated 
hat/bonnet parade on Thursday 17th April.  
All children are encouraged to create a decorated 
hat or bonnet of their choice. The use of recyclable 
materials is highly encouraged. If you celebrate 
Easter, it could be Easter related. However, any 
sort of decorated hat/bonnet is encouraged. We 

want as many children as possible to come to 
school with a decorated hat. We encourage 
parents to work with their children to create them. 
The parade will commence at approximately 
2:30pm on the bat tennis courts or multi-purpose 
room (weather dependant) and we welcome 
parents to attend and view all the wonderful 
creations.  

   
 

Community News 

 
https://www.facebook.com/kororoitcreeknh/ 
For the remainder of Term 1, KCNH will remain 
'open' for current regular hirers and our own 
programs, subject to our users complying with C19 
social and hygiene protocols. 
KCNH will then 'close' for the upcoming School 
Holiday period. The facilitators, Danielle and Bec 
will be remaining active, primarily on-line and 
contactable by phone. You can reach Danielle on 
Mondays and Tuesdays on 0413 434 082 or Bec on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays on 0408 
797 776. 
During the term break, staff and committee of 
management will then re-assess the situation and 
provide an update. 
Please get in contact with them if you or someone 
you know could be assisted in accessing material 
aid - we are able to arrange drop-off in the local 
area.  They also have a community pantry that can 
be accessed. 
They are also available for chats!  
They can also provide information on accessing 
other groups and people in the area who are 
supporting each other. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fkororoitcreeknh%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWilliamson.Adrienne.L%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C0836f407b45c4a04f87308d7ceb2c11c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637205139463304542&sdata=79PjnLjvNYGkmYSTQeUO8JJUB7Sl8qrF8dy3zl0mioY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=yyiy8Lfq&id=A71C9C14CF9E9A3886DDD186D3BDF70DF38B20B9&thid=OIP.yyiy8Lfq1epHJhrUVmnFkwHaFS&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2finspiredrd.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2012%2f09%2fcrazyhattext.jpg&exph=400&expw=560&q=crazy+hats+images&simid=608045108153419661&selectedIndex=2
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=NvLAUb7e&id=F05608A55141777BA2243FAEE73ACAAAE607B70F&thid=OIP.NvLAUb7eTt8WdAH2NqYiHgHaLH&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2f736x%2fd6%2fd6%2ffc%2fd6d6fc48379b8dddeaebb294da02eaf3--crazy-hat-day-crazy-hats.jpg&exph=960&expw=640&q=crazy+hats+images&simid=608051593550430863&selectedIndex=20
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iyLrMYPG&id=4C3134088C9D28A34F360A4B7D9AF3AACFA6DF1F&thid=OIP.iyLrMYPGrIPtHiX4AMZNvAHaJ5&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fi.pinimg.com%2foriginals%2faa%2faa%2f21%2faaaa219211673cb351428c6b1c719b7a.jpg&exph=2032&expw=1520&q=crazy+hats+images&simid=608049587815645591&selectedIndex=67
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Student Learning and Achievement Awards   
Week ending 6th March 2020         

 
Prep  Nazemin - For consistently trying her best 

with all set tasks and for being a kind and 
respectful student. 
Bryan - For working hard at set tasks and 
for being a friendly and polite member of 
our class. 

12A Mahad - For being able to find the 
pattern when counting by 10s from any 
number to 110. 

12B Gabriella - For being a willing & active 
participant in all whole group discussions, 
sharing well thought out ideas and for 
always demonstrating the best care and 
respect towards others. 

12C Dahlia - For always demonstrating the 
Albion Primary School values and for 
being a responsible class 
member in 1/2C. 

12D Mauie - For always bringing her cheerful 
disposition to our class each & every 
morning and spreading 
kindness throughout our classroom. 

34A Malaak - For writing an excellent 
narrative about the amazing machine 
that included detail using the five senses 
chart. 
Quynh - For demonstrating the school 
value of care by helping a new student in 
the Grade 3/4 classroom. 

34B Christopher - For concentrating well and 
making great contributions during our 
class discussions. 

56A 
56B 

Ibrahim and Abdala - For settling in well 
to Albion Primary School and for being 
lovely additions to our classes.  Welcome 
and we hope you quickly feel a part of 
our community! 

Art The Whole Grade 1/2A - For working 
quietly and being totally engaged in 
coming up with some beautiful patterns 
consisting of lines for their artwork called 
‘Gumboots’. 

PE Filsan 5/6B - For doing a wonderful job of 
organising all the cross-country runners 
each training morning and signing them 
into their house 

Library Khalid 5/6A - For showing great 
enthusiasm for graphic novels and for 
helping out in the Library. 

Italian  Leah 3/4B - For always being organised & 
completing set tasks ahead of time. 

Environment Chern Juin 1/2C - For bringing in eggshells 
to put on our garden beds to help keep 
the bugs away! 

 

Student Learning and Achievement Awards   
Week ending 13th March 2020         

 
Prep Maya - For consistently working hard on all 

set tasks and for being a valuable contributor 
to our class discussions. 
Vihaan - For putting a great effort into his 
work, especially during reading and writing 
groups. 

12A Hengly - For being a quiet & conscientious 
student who always tries his best with all set 
tasks. 

12B Noah - For displaying consistent attention 
during our class discussions and excellent 
focus in all areas of his learning.  Thank you 
for being such a wonderful asset in our class! 

12C Alvi - For consistently displaying our school 
values & for always being ready to learn. 

12D Jukkah - For putting a 3-star effort into his 
writing and for working hard towards 
reaching his writing goals. 

34A Eben and An - For consistently demonstrating 
exceptional courtesy in their dealings with 
staff and students, and making great efforts 
to produce work of a high standard in all 
areas of the curriculum. 

34B Cindy - For writing an excellent persuasive 
text about ‘Dogs’. 

56A Megan - For displaying an increase with her 
confidence during numeracy lessons. 

56B David M - For thoroughly entertaining the 
Albion Primary School community at our 
annual Family Fun Evening by performing a 
traditional Tongan dance with his siblings and 
highlighting what a truly diverse and inclusive 
community we have here at Albion Primary 
School. 

Art Mutasim-Prep - For using his imagination to 
create a wonderful picture using wool. 

Library Manahil  1/2B - For her keen interest and 
organisation when borrowing books from the 
library. 

Italian Misra  3/4B - For participating in our class 
discussion and answering questions with 
great enthusiasm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   20th March 
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